
Dr Ian Allen George Abernethy. 

Paul Harris Fellow and Sapphire Pin 

With an Uncle Headmaster of the Masterton Agriculture College and a District 
Governor of Rotary to boot, Dr Ian Abernethy had the Background and “genes” 

to become a Rotarian. 

In 1963 the then District Governor of the Hawke’s Bay and Central Region, 

Earnest Velvin, approached local Businessmen with the view to Establishing a 
local Havelock North Rotary Club. 

The Rest is History, that is, with the assistance of the Hastings Club at the Time. 

Dr Ian joined the Club in 1963 as a Charter and Founding member and was a 
committed Rotarian. As such, but also the local Doctor, he had little 

opportunity to take Official duties within the Club. 

He was however able to pull his weight in many other ways. Of Major note was 

the forming of the “Clubs Charitable Trust” in May 1990. The Trust Supported 

Students and Others without funds, who had to pay educational and other 
costs excessive to them at that time. The Trust continues with most of these 
principles to this day. 

Ian had many other interests. One of these was Boats, along with Fishing, 

especially at Lake Taupo. There are still stories of Ian’s Famous excursion and 
nearly sinking his Boat at the Ramp in 2mile Bay. 

Ian as an Honorary Member of the Club has retained his interest in Rotary. He 

Retired only because his hearing was failing Him. He Found it Frustrating to 
attend meetings but not hear what was being said. 

A Wonderful member of the Havelock North Rotary Club, he has been a father 
Figure to members for a number of years. 

In a Call from the Current District Governor, he informed me that Doctor Ian 
had the Distinction of Delivering him some 60 plus years ago. 

In their Rotarian Duties, Ian and Pat also hosted a number of International 
Students. These included Swedish students one of whose Father was the Aide 
De Compt. to the King of Sweden. Ian and Pat visited them while in Sweden. 

 



Dr Ian, a gentle Man, was professionally Very able and Highly regarded within 
both Club and region. 

In Recognition of his Work with his Trust and within the Club, Ian was awarded 

a Paul Harris Fellow, Rotary’s highest honour. This was later embellished with a 
Sapphire Pin and additional Paul Harris for his further work in this Field.  

He was a gentle Man but Strong mentally. He has stated in an Interview, that 
“one of the most wonderful sounds you can possibly hear in this world, is “a 

baby’s first cry having swivelled its way into this world” 

Ian you have slipped your way out of this world leaving many good friends.  

You have served Mankind and your Rotary Club with Honour. 

Rest Now in Peace.  

 

 

(Scott Henderson.) 


